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the spinning-wheel. We have an important lesson to learn from*
this. We wear khadi and put on a khadi cap as a matter of
religious duty. It should be impossible for anyone, with threats
and intimidation, to make us give them up. We ought to be
ready always to lay down our -lives for swadeshi and should
display greater zeal for popularizing khadi.
ALL HONOUR TO THAT DEVOTED WIFE
I marvel at the courage displayed by the Begum Sahiba of
Maulana Mahomed Ali. When she returned after visiting her
husband who had been arrested at Waltair, I asked her if she was
in any way afraid. She said she had no fear of any sort, that the
arrest was to come and that her husband had done no more than
his duty. I found no trace of nervousness in her tone. Even
after the arrest, she has been touring with us and has kept up her
courage. She attends both men's and women's meetings, wearing
a burka, and makes brief speeches which go straight to the heart.
She advises everybody to remain peaceful, to wear khadi and ply
the spinning-wheel. She appeals to Muslims for contributions to
the Smyrna Fund. Only a few months ago, her love for luxury
knew no limit. She was very fond of fine cloth. Today she
wears a green gown made of coarse khadi. A Muslim woman
needs to wear many more garments than her Hindu sister, and
the Begum Sahiba carries no light body. Even so, she submits
to these hardships for the sake of her religion and country. As a
result, Muslim sisters too come out everywhere so that they may
have her darshan.
I find that the attire of Muslim sisters in the Madras Presidency
is very plain. While ;there is no limit to the variety of colours
in the costumes of Hindu women, in the attire of Muslim sisters I
see nothing but white, rough cloth. This is a very holy sight to
me. The variously coloured saris of Hindu women are disagree-
able to me at the present hour.
ABSENCE OF SWADESHI
The use of swadeshi seems to have spread even less in the
Madras Presidency than in Bengal and, among the women, one
may say that it is practically nil. But I have been assured that
efforts in this direction will be intensified now. Love for spinning
has spread spontaneously among the poor. Merchants in Madras
told rne that the demand for foreign cloth in that part was very
small and the sale of swadeshi goods had gone up very much.
This may well be so. If it is, it is plain that the spread of swadeshi